delaware history museum and mitchell
center for african american heritage

Delaware History Museum and Mitchell Center for African American Heritage play a pivotal
role in preserving and presenting the rich and diverse history of Delaware. Together, these
institutions not only offer insights into the state's past but also serve as cultural hubs for education,
research, and community engagement. This article delves into the history, significance, and offerings
of these museums, exploring how they contribute to a deeper understanding of Delaware's heritage.

Overview of the Delaware History Museum

The Delaware History Museum, located in Wilmington, is a part of the statewide Delaware Historical
Society. This museum serves as a gateway to the state’s history, providing visitors with a
comprehensive look at Delaware's heritage through exhibits, artifacts, and educational programs.

History of the Museum

The Delaware History Museum was established in 1864, making it one of the oldest historical
institutions in the state. Originally founded as the Historical Society of Delaware, its mission has
evolved over the years to include the preservation and interpretation of Delaware's history. The
museum officially opened its doors to the public in 1993 in a new building that was designed to house
its growing collection and serve as a community resource.

Exhibits and Collections

The museum features a variety of permanent and rotating exhibits that cover different aspects of
Delaware's history. Key highlights of the exhibits include:

- The History of Delaware: This exhibit chronicles the state's development from its early Native
American inhabitants through colonial times and into the modern era.

- African American History: This section focuses on the stories and contributions of African Americans
in Delaware, showcasing artifacts, photographs, and personal narratives.

- Industrial and Maritime History: Given Delaware's strategic location along the Atlantic Coast, this
exhibit explores the state’s industrial development and maritime activities.

Educational Programs and Events

The Delaware History Museum is committed to education and community engagement. The museum
offers a range of programs, including:

1. Guided Tours: These tours provide an in-depth look at the exhibits and are available for schools,



groups, and the general public.

2. Workshops and Lectures: The museum hosts various workshops and guest lectures that delve into
specific historical topics.

3. Family Programs: Designed to engage children and families, these programs include hands-on
activities and storytelling sessions.

4. Special Events: The museum regularly organizes events such as history fairs, celebrations, and
community days.

Mitchell Center for African American Heritage

The Mitchell Center for African American Heritage, also located in Wilmington, is dedicated to
preserving and interpreting the rich history and culture of African Americans in Delaware. Named
after the prominent African American leader, the center serves as a vital space for education,
research, and community engagement.

Establishment and Purpose

The Mitchell Center was established in 2009 as part of the Delaware Historical Society's commitment
to ensuring that the contributions of African Americans are recognized and celebrated. The center
aims to provide a platform for the exploration of African American history and culture through
exhibits, educational programs, and community events.

Exhibits and Collections

The Mitchell Center features a range of exhibits that highlight the achievements and struggles of
African Americans throughout Delaware's history. Notable exhibits include:

- The Legacy of African Americans in Delaware: This exhibit presents key figures, events, and
movements that have shaped the African American experience in the state.

- Art and Culture: Showcasing the artistic contributions of African Americans, this exhibit includes
works of art, literature, and music that reflect the vibrant culture of the community.

- Civil Rights Movement: A significant focus of the center, this exhibit highlights the role of Delaware
residents in the broader Civil Rights Movement, featuring important milestones and local leaders.

Programs and Community Engagement

The Mitchell Center offers a variety of programs aimed at fostering understanding and appreciation of
African American heritage. Key offerings include:

1. Educational Workshops: These workshops are designed for students and educators, providing
resources and strategies to teach African American history effectively.

2. Cultural Events: The center hosts cultural celebrations, performances, and festivals that showcase
African American traditions and contributions.



3. Research and Resources: The center serves as a research hub for scholars and community
members interested in African American history, providing access to archival materials and expert
guidance.

4. Collaborations: The Mitchell Center frequently collaborates with schools, community organizations,
and other institutions to promote African American heritage and history.

Significance of the Museums in Delaware's Cultural
Landscape

Both the Delaware History Museum and the Mitchell Center for African American Heritage play crucial
roles in the cultural landscape of Delaware. They serve as important resources for education,
preservation, and community engagement.

Preservation of History

- Artifact Collection: Both institutions are dedicated to collecting and preserving artifacts that tell the
stories of Delaware’s diverse communities.

- Archival Research: They provide researchers with access to historical documents and resources that
contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of Delaware’s past.

Community Engagement and Education

- Access to History: By offering free or reduced admission days, educational workshops, and
community programs, these museums ensure that history is accessible to all, fostering a sense of
belonging and pride among residents.

- Public Awareness: The museums engage in outreach initiatives that promote awareness of
Delaware’s history and its relevance to contemporary issues.

Cultural Exchange and Diversity

- Celebrating Diversity: The focus on African American heritage at the Mitchell Center, alongside the
broader narrative presented at the Delaware History Museum, encourages appreciation for the
diverse cultural fabric of Delaware.

- Dialogue and Understanding: By hosting events and discussions, these institutions foster dialogue
among different communities, promoting understanding and reconciliation.

Conclusion

The Delaware History Museum and the Mitchell Center for African American Heritage are invaluable
resources for understanding the complexities of Delaware's history. Through their exhibits, programs,



and community engagement efforts, they illuminate the narratives that have shaped the state and its
people. These institutions not only preserve the past but also inspire future generations to appreciate
and engage with their heritage. As they continue to evolve, the Delaware History Museum and the
Mitchell Center remain committed to fostering a deeper understanding of Delaware’s rich and diverse
history, ensuring that all voices are heard and celebrated.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Delaware History Museum known for?

The Delaware History Museum is known for its extensive collections and exhibits that showcase the
state's rich history, including its cultural heritage, industrial past, and significant events.

What does the Mitchell Center for African American Heritage
focus on?

The Mitchell Center for African American Heritage focuses on preserving and promoting the history
and contributions of African Americans in Delaware, featuring exhibits, educational programs, and
community events.

When was the Delaware History Museum established?

The Delaware History Museum was established in 2002 as part of the Delaware Historical Society's
efforts to preserve and share the state's history.

What types of exhibits can visitors expect at the Mitchell
Center for African American Heritage?

Visitors can expect exhibits that include artifacts, photographs, and narratives that highlight the
achievements, struggles, and cultural contributions of African Americans in Delaware.

How do the Delaware History Museum and the Mitchell Center
collaborate?

The two institutions collaborate on educational programs, community events, and special exhibits
that aim to enhance understanding of Delaware's diverse heritage and promote cultural awareness.

Are there any special events hosted by the Delaware History
Museum?

Yes, the Delaware History Museum hosts various special events throughout the year, including
lectures, workshops, and family-friendly activities that engage the community with local history.



What resources does the Mitchell Center provide for
researchers?

The Mitchell Center provides resources such as archival materials, oral histories, and access to a
library focused on African American history in Delaware, making it a valuable resource for
researchers.

Is there an admission fee for visiting the Delaware History
Museum and the Mitchell Center?

Yes, there is typically an admission fee for both the Delaware History Museum and the Mitchell
Center, but discounts may be available for students, seniors, and members of the Delaware Historical
Society.
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