
delta classic 500 shower kit
installation instructions
Delta Classic 500 Shower Kit Installation Instructions are essential for
ensuring a smooth and successful setup of this popular shower kit. The Delta
Classic 500 shower kit combines modern functionality with timeless design,
making it a favored choice among homeowners and contractors alike. With the
right tools and careful adherence to the installation instructions, you can
enjoy a refreshing shower experience in no time. This article will guide you
through the entire installation process, providing you with detailed steps
and helpful tips to ensure the job is done correctly.

Tools and Materials Needed

Before you begin the installation of your Delta Classic 500 shower kit,
gather the necessary tools and materials. Having everything on hand will
streamline the process and reduce the risk of interruptions.

Tools
- Adjustable wrench
- Screwdriver (flathead and Phillips)
- Level
- Tape measure
- Utility knife
- Drill and drill bits
- Plumber’s tape

Materials
- Delta Classic 500 shower kit
- Shower valve
- Teflon tape
- Silicone sealant
- Waterproof caulk
- Pipe fittings (as needed)
- Pipe insulation (if applicable)

Preparation Steps

Proper preparation is crucial before starting the installation of your Delta
Classic 500 shower kit. Following these steps will help ensure that the



installation process goes smoothly.

1. Turn Off Water Supply
Before you begin any plumbing work, always turn off the water supply to avoid
leaks and water damage. Locate the main shut-off valve and turn it clockwise
to stop the flow of water.

2. Remove Existing Fixtures
If you are replacing an old shower kit, carefully remove the existing faucet,
showerhead, and any other components. Use your adjustable wrench to help with
the fittings. Be sure to catch any water that may drain out during this
process.

3. Inspect the Plumbing
Examine the plumbing for any signs of wear or damage. If you notice corroded
pipes or fittings, consider replacing them before installing the new shower
kit. This will help prevent future issues.

4. Prepare the Shower Wall
Ensure that the shower wall is clean and free of debris. If you are
installing directly onto tile, make sure the grout lines are smooth and
sealed. If you're working with drywall or another surface, ensure it is
moisture-resistant.

Installation Steps

Now that you have prepared the area and gathered your tools and materials,
you can begin the installation of your Delta Classic 500 shower kit.

1. Install the Shower Valve
The shower valve is a critical component of your shower system. Follow these
steps to install it properly:

- Locate the Valve Opening: Refer to the Delta Classic 500 installation
manual to find the proper location for the valve.
- Attach the Valve: Use plumber’s tape on the threads of the valve for a
secure seal. Connect the valve to the hot and cold water supply lines,
ensuring they are tight but not over-tightened to avoid damage.
- Check Alignment: Use a level to ensure the valve is straight before



securing it to the wall. Adjust as necessary.

2. Secure the Trim Kit
Once the shower valve is installed, you can proceed with the trim kit
installation.

- Attach the Escutcheon Plate: Position the escutcheon plate over the valve
and secure it with screws provided in the kit.
- Install the Control Handle: Slide the control handle onto the valve stem
and secure it with the retaining screw. Ensure the handle is aligned properly
for ease of use.
- Check Functionality: Before moving on, turn on the water supply and check
for any leaks around the valve and handle.

3. Install the Showerhead and Arm
Next, you will install the showerhead and arm that come with your Delta
Classic 500 shower kit.

- Attach the Shower Arm: Screw the shower arm into the wall fitting. Use
plumber’s tape on the threads for a watertight seal.
- Install the Showerhead: Attach the showerhead to the end of the shower arm.
Hand-tighten it and use an adjustable wrench for a snug fit, but avoid over-
tightening.

4. Install the Handheld Shower Option (if
applicable)
If your Delta Classic 500 kit includes a handheld shower option, follow these
steps:

- Mount the Handheld Holder: Install the holder onto the wall at a convenient
height. Use a level to ensure it’s straight.
- Connect the Hose: Attach the hose to the handheld showerhead and the
diverter on the valve. Ensure all connections are tight.

5. Seal and Finish
To finalize the installation, it’s important to seal any gaps to prevent
water damage.

- Apply Silicone Sealant: Use silicone sealant around the edges of the
escutcheon plate and the handheld holder to create a watertight seal. Be sure
to choose a mold-resistant sealant for longevity.
- Caulk the Shower Edge: If there are gaps between the shower trim and the
wall, apply waterproof caulk to create a seamless finish.



Testing the Installation

After completing the installation process, it's time to test everything to
ensure that it works properly.

1. Turn On the Water Supply
Locate the main shut-off valve and turn it counterclockwise to restore water
flow to the shower.

2. Check for Leaks
Carefully inspect all connections, including the shower valve, showerhead,
and hose connections for any leaks. If any dampness is detected, tighten the
fittings as needed.

3. Test the Shower Functionality
Turn on the shower and test both the stationary head and handheld shower (if
applicable). Adjust the temperature and flow to ensure the system is
functioning correctly.

Maintenance Tips

To ensure the longevity of your Delta Classic 500 shower kit, regular
maintenance is essential. Here are some tips to keep your shower in top
shape:

- Regular Cleaning: Clean the showerhead and handheld shower with vinegar to
prevent mineral buildup. Remove and soak them periodically to maintain
optimal water flow.
- Inspect for Leaks: Regularly check connections and fittings for leaks or
signs of wear, addressing any issues promptly.
- Replace Washer or O-Ring: If you notice dripping from the showerhead or
handle, you may need to replace the washer or O-ring to restore
functionality.

Conclusion

Installing the Delta Classic 500 shower kit can be a rewarding DIY project
that enhances the functionality and aesthetics of your bathroom. By following
this detailed guide and paying attention to preparation, installation, and
maintenance, you can ensure that your shower kit operates efficiently and



looks great for years to come. Whether you’re a seasoned DIY enthusiast or a
first-time installer, these instructions will help you achieve a successful
installation. Enjoy your new shower experience!

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools are needed for installing the Delta
Classic 500 shower kit?
You'll need a screwdriver, adjustable wrench, level, caulk gun, and plumber's
tape for the installation.

Are there any specific plumbing requirements for the
Delta Classic 500 shower kit?
Yes, ensure you have access to hot and cold water supply lines and that they
are properly positioned according to the installation guide.

How do I ensure the shower valve is installed
correctly?
Follow the installation instructions carefully, and use a level to ensure the
valve is straight. Check for any leaks after installation.

Can I install the Delta Classic 500 shower kit
without professional help?
Yes, if you have basic plumbing skills and follow the installation
instructions carefully, you can install it yourself.

What should I do if I encounter leaks after
installation?
Check all connections and fittings for tightness, and ensure you used
plumber's tape where necessary. If leaks persist, refer to the
troubleshooting section of the installation guide.

Is there a warranty for the Delta Classic 500 shower
kit?
Yes, Delta typically offers a limited lifetime warranty on their shower kits,
which covers defects in materials and workmanship.
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