
dewey the small town library cat who
touched the world

Dewey the small town library cat who touched the world is a heartwarming
story of companionship, resilience, and the unbreakable bond between humans
and animals. Dewey, a stray cat who found his home in the Spencer Public
Library in Spencer, Iowa, became a beloved figure in the community and
beyond. His story is not just about a cat; it’s about the transformative
power of kindness and the impact one small creature can have on countless
lives.

The Beginning of Dewey's Journey

Dewey's journey began in January 1988 when he was discovered as a kitten
abandoned in a library book drop. The library staff, particularly librarian
Vicki Myron, took him in, and what started as an act of compassion turned
into a remarkable tale of love and inspiration.

The Early Days at the Library

When Dewey first arrived at the Spencer Public Library, he was a timid and
frightened kitten. However, with the gentle care of the library staff and
patrons, he quickly adapted to his new environment. His playful nature and
charming personality quickly made him a favorite among visitors.

- Welcoming Atmosphere: Dewey created a welcoming atmosphere in the library,
making it a more inviting place for patrons, especially children.
- Storytime Companion: He became a regular feature during storytime, curling
up in laps and providing comfort to children and parents alike.

Dewey's Role in the Community

As Dewey grew older, he became more than just a library cat; he became an
integral part of the Spencer community. His presence had a profound impact on
the library and the town.

A Source of Comfort

Dewey provided emotional support to many people who visited the library. His
calming presence helped alleviate stress and anxiety, making the library a
safe haven for those in need.

- Comfort for the Lonely: Many people who visited the library were seeking
solace, and Dewey was always there to lend an ear—well, sort of.
- Therapeutic Benefits: Studies have shown that interaction with animals can
reduce stress and promote a sense of well-being, and Dewey was a living
testament to this.



Fostering a Love for Reading

Dewey inspired a love for reading among children and adults alike. His
playful antics and affectionate nature made the library a place where people
wanted to spend time, encouraging them to explore books and learn.

- Reading Programs: The library organized reading programs featuring Dewey,
which attracted many children and their families.
- Storytime Sessions: Dewey’s involvement in storytime sessions made these
events more engaging, encouraging children to develop a lifelong love for
reading.

The Rise to Fame

Dewey's charm and charisma transcended the small town of Spencer and
eventually reached a global audience. His story was featured in various media
outlets, leading to widespread recognition.

Books and Media Appearances

The most notable tribute to Dewey’s life was the bestselling book “Dewey: The
Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World” written by Vicki Myron. This
book detailed Dewey's journey and the profound impact he had on the library
and the community.

- Best-Selling Author: The book became a bestseller, bringing Dewey's story
to millions of readers worldwide.
- Documentary Features: Dewey's life inspired several documentaries and
features, highlighting his impact and the lessons learned from his story.

A Symbol of Hope and Resilience

Dewey became a symbol of hope for many people around the world. His journey
from a stray kitten to a beloved library cat resonated with individuals
facing their struggles.

- Inspiration for Animal Welfare: Dewey's story inspired many to adopt stray
animals and support local shelters, promoting the importance of animal
welfare.
- Community Spirit: His life reminded people of the importance of community,
kindness, and compassion towards both humans and animals.

The Legacy of Dewey the Library Cat

Dewey passed away in 2006, but his legacy continues to thrive. He left an
indelible mark on the hearts of those who knew him and those who learned
about him through books and media.



Continuing the Mission

The Spencer Public Library continues to honor Dewey's memory through various
initiatives and programs that reflect his spirit.

- Dewey’s Reading Programs: The library maintains reading programs aimed at
fostering literacy among children and encouraging families to spend quality
time together.
- Community Events: Events celebrating Dewey's memory are held annually,
bringing the community together and emphasizing the values he embodied.

Impact on Animal Advocacy

Dewey's story has sparked interest in animal advocacy, encouraging
individuals to support local shelters and rescue organizations.

- Adoption Drives: Many libraries and organizations have started adoption
drives in Dewey’s honor to find homes for stray animals.
- Educational Campaigns: Dewey’s legacy has inspired educational campaigns
that promote responsible pet ownership and the importance of adopting pets
from shelters.

Conclusion: The Enduring Spirit of Dewey

Dewey the small town library cat who touched the world serves as a reminder
of the profound connections that can exist between humans and animals. His
story is not only about a lovable feline but also about kindness, community,
and the impact one individual can make.

As we reflect on Dewey's life and legacy, let us be inspired to create a
world where compassion and love flourish, and where every small act of
kindness can lead to monumental changes in the lives of others. Dewey may
have left this world, but his spirit continues to inspire and uplift those
who hear his story.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Dewey Readmore Books?

Dewey Readmore Books, commonly known as Dewey, was a stray cat who was found
in the book drop of the Spencer Public Library in Iowa. He became the
library's beloved mascot and touched the hearts of many visitors.

What impact did Dewey have on the community?

Dewey served as a source of comfort and joy for library patrons, especially
children. His presence encouraged more people to visit the library, fostering
a sense of community and love for reading.



How did Dewey's story gain national attention?

Dewey's story gained national attention after the release of the book 'Dewey:
The Small-Town Library Cat Who Touched the World' by Vicki Myron, which
chronicles his life and the impact he had on the community and beyond.

What lessons can be learned from Dewey's life?

Dewey's life teaches us about the power of compassion, the importance of
community, and how small acts of kindness can have a lasting impact on
individuals and society as a whole.

Did Dewey have any special talents or behaviors?

Dewey was known for his friendly demeanor and love for interacting with
library visitors. He often participated in storytime sessions with children
and had a knack for curling up on laps while patrons read.

What happened to Dewey after his passing?

After Dewey passed away in 2006, the Spencer Public Library honored him by
creating a memorial and continuing to celebrate his legacy through events and
programs that promote literacy and love for animals.

How has Dewey's legacy influenced other libraries?

Dewey's legacy has inspired many libraries to adopt shelter animals as
mascots or therapy animals, recognizing the positive impact of animal
companionship on patrons' experiences and the overall library environment.
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