
diabetic foot exam icd 10
Diabetic foot exam ICD 10 codes are essential for healthcare providers managing patients with
diabetes. These codes help in documenting the severity of foot complications related to diabetes,
ensuring that proper care is provided, and facilitating appropriate billing and insurance claims. This
article will explore the importance of diabetic foot exams, the relevant ICD-10 codes, the procedure
for conducting a diabetic foot exam, and best practices for managing diabetic foot health.

Understanding the Importance of Diabetic Foot Exams

Diabetic foot exams play a critical role in the prevention and early detection of foot-related
complications associated with diabetes. People with diabetes are at a higher risk for foot problems
due to neuropathy, poor circulation, and skin changes. Regular foot exams can help identify issues
before they escalate into severe conditions, such as infections or amputations.

Why Regular Foot Exams Matter

- Early Detection: Regular exams can catch problems early, such as blisters, calluses, or infections.
- Prevention of Complications: By identifying issues before they worsen, healthcare providers can
implement preventive measures.
- Patient Education: Foot exams provide an opportunity to educate patients about proper foot care
and self-examinations.
- Quality of Life Improvement: Effective management of foot health can greatly enhance a person’s
quality of life, allowing for better mobility and independence.

ICD-10 Codes for Diabetic Foot Exams

In the context of diabetic foot exams, the ICD-10 coding system provides specific codes that
healthcare professionals can use to document various conditions related to diabetic foot issues. Here
are some common ICD-10 codes that may be relevant:

Common ICD-10 Codes for Diabetic Foot Conditions

1. E10.621 - Type 1 diabetes mellitus with foot ulcer
2. E10.622 - Type 1 diabetes mellitus with other skin ulcer
3. E11.621 - Type 2 diabetes mellitus with foot ulcer
4. E11.622 - Type 2 diabetes mellitus with other skin ulcer
5. E10.59 - Type 1 diabetes mellitus with other specified complications
6. E11.59 - Type 2 diabetes mellitus with other specified complications

These codes not only help in billing but also in tracking the prevalence of diabetic foot complications



in the patient population.

Conducting a Diabetic Foot Exam

A thorough diabetic foot exam involves several steps designed to assess the condition of the feet and
identify any emerging issues. Here’s how healthcare providers can conduct an effective examination:

Steps for a Comprehensive Diabetic Foot Exam

1. Patient History Review: Gather information about the patient’s diabetes management, previous
foot problems, and lifestyle factors.
2. Visual Inspection: Examine both feet for:
- Skin integrity (looking for cuts, blisters, or ulcers)
- Color changes (redness, pallor, or cyanosis)
- Nail health (fungal infections, ingrown nails)
- Deformities (bunions, hammertoes)
3. Palpation: Feel for temperature differences across the feet and check for pulses in the dorsalis
pedis and posterior tibial arteries.
4. Sensory Testing: Use a monofilament or tuning fork to assess sensory perception and identify
neuropathy.
5. Vascular Assessment: Evaluate blood flow by checking capillary refill time and assessing for any
signs of peripheral vascular disease.
6. Patient Education: Discuss findings with the patient, emphasizing the importance of daily foot
care and regular follow-up exams.

Best Practices for Managing Diabetic Foot Health

To prevent complications, patients with diabetes should adopt a proactive approach to foot care.
Here are some best practices:

Daily Foot Care Tips

- Inspect Feet Daily: Patients should look for any abnormalities, cuts, or blisters.
- Wash Feet Regularly: Use mild soap and warm water; dry thoroughly, especially between the toes.
- Moisturize: Apply lotion to keep skin hydrated but avoid applying between the toes to prevent
fungal infections.
- Wear Proper Footwear: Choose shoes that fit well and provide adequate support; avoid walking
barefoot.
- Trim Nails Carefully: Keep toenails trimmed straight across to prevent ingrown nails.
- Manage Blood Sugar Levels: Maintaining optimal blood sugar levels helps reduce the risk of foot
complications.



Regular Follow-Up Visits

Patients should schedule regular follow-up appointments with their healthcare provider, particularly
if they experience any changes in foot health. These visits can help in:

- Monitoring for new foot problems
- Adjusting diabetes management plans
- Providing further education on foot care

Conclusion

In conclusion, the diabetic foot exam ICD 10 codes are a vital component of diabetes management,
allowing healthcare providers to accurately document and address foot-related complications.
Regular foot exams are essential for early detection and prevention of serious issues that can arise
in patients with diabetes. By adhering to best practices in foot care and maintaining open
communication with healthcare providers, patients can significantly reduce their risk of
complications and improve their overall quality of life. With proper management and regular exams,
the threat of diabetic foot complications can be minimized, fostering better health outcomes for
individuals living with diabetes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a diabetic foot exam?
The purpose of a diabetic foot exam is to identify any complications, such as neuropathy or poor
circulation, that can lead to foot ulcers or infections in individuals with diabetes.

What ICD-10 codes are commonly used for diabetic foot
exams?
Common ICD-10 codes for diabetic foot exams include E11.621 for type 2 diabetes with foot ulcer
and E11.59 for type 2 diabetes with other specified complications.

How often should a diabetic foot exam be performed?
A diabetic foot exam should be performed at least once a year for individuals with diabetes, but
more frequent exams may be necessary for those with a history of foot problems.

What findings are assessed during a diabetic foot exam?
During a diabetic foot exam, healthcare providers assess for skin integrity, circulation, sensation,
foot deformities, and any signs of infection or ulcers.



Who is qualified to perform a diabetic foot exam?
A diabetic foot exam can be performed by various healthcare professionals, including primary care
physicians, podiatrists, and diabetes educators.

What are the complications of not having regular diabetic foot
exams?
Not having regular diabetic foot exams can lead to undetected foot problems, which may result in
severe complications such as infections, ulcers, and even amputations.
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