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The "Dictionary of New Testament Background" is a crucial resource within the IVP Bible
Dictionary Series, aimed at providing an in-depth understanding of the historical, cultural,
and social contexts of the New Testament. This comprehensive dictionary is designed for
scholars, students, and laypeople interested in deepening their understanding of the
biblical texts. By exploring various aspects of the New Testament world, the dictionary
offers valuable insights that enhance the interpretation of Scripture.

Overview of the IVP Bible Dictionary Series

The IVP Bible Dictionary Series is a collection of reference works published by InterVarsity
Press that seeks to provide accessible and scholarly resources for understanding the Bible.
Each volume in the series covers different aspects of biblical studies, including theology,
history, and cultural context. The "Dictionary of New Testament Background" is one of the
more specialized volumes that focus specifically on the setting surrounding the New
Testament writings.

Purpose and Importance

The primary purpose of the "Dictionary of New Testament Background" is to illuminate the
rich tapestry of the world in which the New Testament was written. Understanding this
background is crucial for several reasons:

1. Historical Context: The New Testament was written in a specific historical setting that
influences its content and messages. Knowing this context helps readers grasp the
significance of various passages.

2. Cultural Insights: The cultural practices, beliefs, and values of the time shed light on the
teachings of Jesus and the early church. These insights can transform the modern reader's
comprehension of the text.

3. Language and Terminology: The dictionary provides definitions and explanations of
terms and phrases that may be unfamiliar to contemporary readers, allowing for a more
nuanced understanding of the Scriptures.

4. Interdisciplinary Connections: The dictionary draws on various academic disciplines such
as archaeology, history, sociology, and linguistics, offering a well-rounded perspective on
the New Testament.



Content Structure

The "Dictionary of New Testament Background" is meticulously organized into several
sections that cover a wide range of topics relevant to the New Testament era. Below are
the main components of the dictionary:

1. Historical Context

This section discusses the major historical events and figures that shaped the world of the
New Testament. Key topics include:

- The Roman Empire: The political landscape and governance of the Roman Empire during
the time of Jesus and the apostles.
- Jewish History: The history of the Jewish people, including the Second Temple period, the
Pharisees, Sadducees, and the impact of Hellenism.
- Early Christianity: The rise of the early church and its relationship with Judaism and the
Roman world.

2. Cultural Practices

Understanding the cultural practices of the time is essential for interpreting the New
Testament. This section covers:

- Social Structures: Family dynamics, social classes, and the role of women in society.
- Religious Practices: Worship, rituals, and the significance of the synagogue and temple.
- Philosophical Influences: Key philosophical movements of the time, such as Stoicism and
Epicureanism, and their impact on early Christian thought.

3. Language and Terminology

The language of the New Testament—primarily Greek—can be challenging for modern
readers. This section includes:

- Key Terms: Definitions and explanations of significant theological terms found in the New
Testament.
- Translation Issues: Discussions about the challenges of translating ancient texts into
contemporary language.

4. Archaeological Insights

Archaeology plays a critical role in understanding the New Testament background. This
section highlights:



- Significant Discoveries: Important archaeological finds that have shed light on the
historical context of the New Testament.
- Sites of Interest: Key locations mentioned in the New Testament, such as Jerusalem,
Capernaum, and Ephesus.

5. Key Figures and Groups

The New Testament features a variety of figures and groups that are essential to its
narrative. This section includes:

- Jesus of Nazareth: His life, teachings, and the historical context surrounding his ministry.
- Apostles and Early Church Leaders: Profiles of significant figures like Peter, Paul, and
James, along with their contributions to the spread of Christianity.
- Religious Groups: Detailed entries on the Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, and others,
providing insight into their beliefs and practices.

Utilizing the Dictionary

The "Dictionary of New Testament Background" is designed for usability, making it easy for
readers to find specific information. Here are some tips for effectively using the dictionary:

1. Alphabetical Entries: The dictionary is organized alphabetically, allowing users to quickly
locate terms or topics of interest.

2. Cross-References: Many entries include cross-references to related topics, facilitating
deeper exploration of interconnected subjects.

3. Bibliographical Resources: Each entry often concludes with bibliographical references for
further reading, guiding users to more comprehensive studies on specific topics.

4. Index: The inclusion of an index enhances the ease of finding specific information
quickly.

Conclusion

In summary, the "Dictionary of New Testament Background" is an invaluable tool for
anyone seeking to understand the complex world surrounding the New Testament. By
providing historical, cultural, and linguistic insights, this resource enriches the study of
Scripture and promotes a deeper appreciation of its messages. Whether used in academic
settings or personal study, the dictionary serves as a bridge connecting modern readers to
the ancient world of the New Testament, fostering a more informed and transformative
engagement with the biblical text.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of the 'Dictionary of New
Testament Background'?
The 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' focuses on providing historical, cultural, and
social contexts for understanding the New Testament writings.

Who are the editors of the 'Dictionary of New
Testament Background'?
The 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' is edited by Craig A. Evans and Stanley E.
Porter.

What type of resources does the dictionary include?
The dictionary includes entries on key historical figures, cultural practices, geographical
locations, and theological concepts relevant to the New Testament.

How can the 'Dictionary of New Testament Background'
aid in biblical studies?
It aids in biblical studies by providing background information that helps readers
understand the context of New Testament texts, enhancing interpretation and application.

Is the 'Dictionary of New Testament Background'
suitable for laypeople?
Yes, it is suitable for both scholars and laypeople, offering accessible information that can
enrich personal study and understanding of the New Testament.

What distinguishes the 'Dictionary of New Testament
Background' from other Bible dictionaries?
It specifically emphasizes the historical and cultural backgrounds that shaped the New
Testament, making it particularly useful for understanding its texts in context.

Are there illustrations or maps included in the
dictionary?
Yes, the dictionary includes illustrations, charts, and maps to help visualize and understand
the historical and geographical context of the New Testament.



Can this dictionary be used for academic research?
Absolutely, it is a valuable resource for academic research due to its scholarly contributions
and extensive bibliographies for further reading.

What is the publication year of the 'Dictionary of New
Testament Background'?
The 'Dictionary of New Testament Background' was published in 2000.

Does the dictionary cover intertestamental literature?
Yes, it includes entries that address intertestamental literature, which helps to
contextualize the New Testament within the broader historical narrative.
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