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Did the 85 to 65 law pass 2022 NJ? The question has been a significant topic
of discussion among New Jersey residents, lawmakers, and advocacy groups
alike. This legislation, which aimed to lower the blood alcohol concentration
(BAC) limit for driving from 0.08% to 0.05%, was introduced with the
intention of reducing drunk driving incidents and enhancing road safety. In
this article, we will explore the details surrounding the legislative
process, public opinion, implications of the law, and the current status of
the 85 to 65 law in New Jersey.

Understanding the 85 to 65 Law

The 85 to 65 law, also known as the "Lower BAC Bill," is part of a broader
initiative aimed at addressing the persistent issue of driving under the
influence (DUI) in New Jersey. The proposed law sought to adjust the legal
threshold for intoxication, a move that has garnered both support and
opposition.

Background of the Legislation

- Introduction: The bill was introduced in response to alarming statistics
regarding drunk driving accidents and fatalities in New Jersey. Lawmakers
argued that a lower BAC threshold would lead to safer roads and fewer
incidents of impaired driving.

- Current Law: Under existing New Jersey law, drivers are considered legally
impaired if they have a BAC of 0.08% or higher. This aligns with the national
standard set by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

- Comparative Standards: Many countries, including those in Europe, have
adopted stricter limits, with some setting the threshold as low as 0.02%.
Proponents of the 85 to 65 law cited these examples to bolster their argument
for change.

Public Support and Opposition

The proposed law received mixed reactions from the public and various
stakeholders.

- Supporters:

- Safety Advocates: Organizations focused on road safety and DUI prevention
argued that lowering the BAC limit would save lives. They contended that even
small amounts of alcohol can impair a driver's ability to operate a vehicle
safely.

- Families of Victims: Families of individuals affected by drunk driving



incidents expressed strong support for the legislation, hoping it would
prevent similar tragedies in the future.

- Opponents:

- Hospitality Industry: Many in the restaurant and bar industry opposed the
law, arguing it could adversely affect their businesses by discouraging
patrons from dining out and enjoying alcoholic beverages.

- Personal Freedom Advocates: Some individuals argued that the law infringes
on personal liberties, suggesting that responsible drinking should not be
penalized.

The Legislative Process

The journey of the 85 to 65 law through the New Jersey legislature was
complex and involved multiple phases.

Bill Introduction and Committee Hearings

- Introduced: The bill was introduced by a group of bipartisan lawmakers
dedicated to improving public safety. It quickly gained media attention and
sparked public debate.

- Committee Review: The bill was referred to the New Jersey Legislature’s
Transportation Committee, where it underwent extensive review, including
public hearings and expert testimonies.

Amendments and Revisions

During the committee hearings, several amendments were proposed to address
concerns raised by opponents. These included:

1. Increased Penalties: Proposals for harsher penalties for repeat offenders.
2. Education and Awareness Campaigns: Suggestions for implementing campaigns
to educate the public about the dangers of drunk driving and the new law.

3. Exceptions for Certain Circumstances: Discussions about exceptions for
individuals consuming alcohol in controlled environments, such as private
parties or events.

Outcome of the Legislation

The fate of the 85 to 65 law was ultimately determined in the legislative
session.



Voting Results

- Progression: After extensive debate and amendments, the bill was put to a
vote in both legislative chambers. It garnered significant support, but not
enough to pass without controversy.

- Final Vote: The final tally fell short of the necessary votes, resulting in
the bill not passing in the 2022 session. The outcome was disappointing for
supporters who had worked diligently for its approval.

Reasons for Failure

Several factors contributed to the bill's failure:

- Lobbying Efforts: The hospitality industry launched significant lobbying
efforts against the bill, arguing that it would hurt businesses and lead to
job losses.

- Public Backlash: Some public opinion polls indicated that a substantial
portion of the population was opposed to the stricter BAC limit, fearing it
would unfairly penalize responsible drinkers.

- Legislative Priorities: Lawmakers faced numerous competing priorities in
2022, and some argued that comprehensive DUI reform should be tackled in a
more holistic manner rather than through a singular legislative measure.

Future Implications and Considerations

While the 85 to 65 law did not pass, the conversation surrounding drunk
driving laws in New Jersey remains relevant.

Continued Advocacy for Change

- Ongoing Campaigns: Advocacy groups are likely to continue pushing for
changes to the BAC limit, especially in light of ongoing DUI incidents.

- Potential for Future Legislation: Lawmakers may revisit the issue in future
sessions, especially if public sentiment shifts or if new data on DUI
incidents emerges.

Alternative Solutions to Drunk Driving

In the absence of the 85 to 65 law, various alternative strategies can be
employed to combat drunk driving:

- Increased Law Enforcement: Enhanced DUI checkpoints and patrols during peak



drinking times (e.g., holidays, weekends).

- Public Awareness Campaigns: Initiatives to educate the public about the
dangers of drunk driving and the importance of designated drivers.

- Ride-sharing Services: Promoting the use of ride-sharing apps as safe
alternatives to driving under the influence.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the question of did the 85 to 65 law pass 2022 NJ? is met with
a definitive answer: it did not. Despite the efforts of lawmakers and
advocacy groups, the legislation faced significant opposition and ultimately
failed to garner enough support for passage. However, the discussions ignited
by this proposal highlight the ongoing need for effective measures to reduce
drunk driving and enhance road safety in New Jersey. The future may bring
renewed efforts and alternative strategies to address this critical public
safety issue.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 85 to 65 law in New Jersey?

The 85 to 65 law in New Jersey refers to a legislative change that aims to
reduce the maximum speed limit on certain highways from 85 mph to 65 mph to
improve road safety.

Did the 85 to 65 law pass in New Jersey in 20227

Yes, the 85 to 65 law was passed in New Jersey in 2022, officially lowering
the speed limit on designated highways.

What was the main reason for proposing the 85 to 65
law?

The main reason for proposing the 85 to 65 law was to enhance road safety,
reduce accident rates, and promote safer driving behaviors among motorists.

How has the public reacted to the 85 to 65 law in
New Jersey?

Public reaction has been mixed; some support the law for safety reasons,
while others argue it may lead to increased travel times and frustration for
drivers.



When did the 85 to 65 law take effect in New Jersey?

The 85 to 65 law took effect on January 1, 2023, following its passage in
2022.

Are there any exceptions to the 85 to 65 law in New
Jersey?

Yes, certain areas such as construction zones and specific local roads may
have different speed limits that could be lower than 65 mph.

What are the penalties for violating the 85 to 65
speed limit in New Jersey?

Penalties for violating the speed limit under the 85 to 65 law include fines,
points on the driver's license, and potential increases in insurance rates.
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