disciple making is how to live the great commission

with passion and confidence

disciple making is how to live the great commission with passion and confidence. This approach to Christian
ministry emphasizes intentional relationships and spiritual growth, enabling believers to fulfill Jesus’
mandate effectively. Living the Great Commission with passion and confidence requires a clear
understanding of what disciple making entails, why it matters, and how to implement it in everyday life.
This article explores the biblical foundation of disciple making, practical strategies for cultivating
discipleship, and ways to overcome common challenges. Additionally, it highlights how disciple making
fuels spiritual maturity and community impact. Through this comprehensive guide, readers will gain

insights on embracing and executing the Great Commission with renewed zeal and assurance.
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The Biblical Foundation of Disciple Making

Understanding disciple making as the core expression of the Great Commission begins with Scripture. The
Great Commission, recorded in Matthew 28:18-20, commands believers to “go and make disciples of all
nations.” This directive is not merely about evangelism but involves nurturing new believers into mature
followers of Christ. Disciple making is deeply rooted in Jesus’ own ministry model, where He invested

time and effort into teaching, mentoring, and empowering His disciples.

Jesus’ Model of Disciple Making

Jesus demonstrated disciple making through intentional relationships, repeated teaching, and practical
application. He called ordinary people, walked with them daily, answered their questions, and sent them
out to minister. This relational method highlights that disciple making is a process rather than a single

event, emphasizing growth, accountability, and transformation over time.



The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit plays a vital role in disciple making by guiding believers in truth, empowering witness,
and producing spiritual fruit. Confidence in the Great Commission comes from reliance on the Spirit’s work
in both the discipler and the disciple. The Spirit’s empowerment ensures that disciple making is effective,

sustainable, and aligned with God’s purposes.

Key Principles for Living the Great Commission

Living the Great Commission with passion and confidence involves embracing foundational principles that
shape disciple making efforts. These principles ensure that the mission remains biblically grounded and

practically effective.

Intentionality in Relationships

Disciple making requires deliberate investment in people’s lives. Intentionality means prioritizing time and
genuine care to build trust and openness. Without relational depth, spiritual growth and transformation are

unlikely to occur.

Reproducibility and Multiplication

A key principle of disciple making is training others to disciple in turn. The goal is to create multiplying
disciples who continue the cycle of making disciples. This principle ensures the Great Commission spreads

exponentially rather than remaining limited to a few.

Faithfulness to Scripture

Disciple making must be rooted in biblical truth. Teaching and correction based on Scripture provide a solid
foundation for spiritual maturity. Faithfulness to God’s Word ensures that disciples grow in sound doctrine

and live according to God’s standards.

Practical Strategies for Effective Disciple Making

Applying disciple making principles requires practical strategies that believers can implement in diverse

contexts. These strategies help maintain passion and build confidence in fulfilling the Great Commission.



Building Relational Bridges

Effective disciple making starts with forging meaningful relationships. This may involve community
involvement, small groups, or one-on-one mentoring. Relationships provide the context for sharing life,
faith, and biblical truth.

Focused Teaching and Accountability

Disciple making is enhanced by intentional teaching that addresses spiritual disciplines, biblical literacy, and
Christian living. Accountability structures such as regular check-ins, prayer partnerships, and goal setting

encourage perseverance and growth.

Equipping for Ministry

Disciples should be equipped not only to grow but also to serve and lead others. Training in evangelism,
leadership, and spiritual gifts empowers disciples to participate actively in God’s mission, increasing their

confidence and passion.

Utilizing Multiplication Tools

Various tools can assist disciple making efforts, including curriculum resources, digital platforms, and
training seminars. These resources provide structure and support that help maintain consistency and

effectiveness in disciple making.

Overcoming Challenges in Disciple Making

Disciple making, while rewarding, involves obstacles that can hinder progress. Understanding common

challenges allows for proactive solutions that maintain momentum and passion.

Time Constraints and Prioritization

One of the biggest challenges is managing time effectively to invest in disciple making. Prioritizing

disciple making activities and integrating them into daily life can help overcome this barrier.

Fear and Lack of Confidence

Many believers struggle with fear or uncertainty about their ability to disciple others. Building confidence



through training, prayer, and support networks encourages faithful obedience to the Great Commission.

Cultural and Relational Barriers

Differences in culture, personality, or background can create misunderstandings or resistance. Sensitivity,

patience, and adaptability are essential to bridge these gaps and foster effective disciple making.

Maintaining Long-Term Commitment

Disciple making is a process that requires perseverance. Sustaining passion over time involves celebrating
small victories, seeking continual spiritual renewal, and accountability within the disciple making

community.

The Impact of Disciple Making on Spiritual Growth and
Community

Disciple making profoundly influences both individual believers and the broader Christian community. Its

impact extends beyond initial conversion to lifelong transformation and communal strength.

Spiritual Maturity and Fruitfulness

Through disciple making, individuals develop deeper faith, stronger character, and greater Christlikeness.

This growth results in visible fruit such as love, joy, peace, and effective witness in everyday life.

Strengthening the Church Body

Disciple making fosters unity and purpose within the church. As disciples grow and multiply, the church
becomes a vibrant community equipped for ministry and outreach, fulfilling the Great Commission

corporately.

Expanding God’s Kingdom

Ultimately, disciple making advances God’s kingdom on earth by spreading the gospel, planting churches,
and transforming societies. Passionate and confident disciple makers serve as catalysts for eternal change

worldwide.



Benefits of Committed Disciple Makers

Increased spiritual resilience and maturity

Greater effectiveness in evangelism and ministry

Stronger interpersonal relationships within the faith community

Enhanced leadership development for future generations

¢ Consistent multiplication of disciples and churches

Frequently Asked Questions

What does disciple making mean in the context of the Great Commission?

Disciple making refers to the process of teaching, mentoring, and guiding individuals to follow Jesus Christ,
helping them grow in their faith and live according to His teachings, as commanded in the Great

Commission.

Why is disciple making essential to living the Great Commission with
passion?

Disciple making fuels passion because it involves actively engaging in Jesus' mission, seeing lives
transformed, and experiencing spiritual growth both personally and in others, which ignites a deeper

commitment to spreading the Gospel.

How can confidence be developed in disciple making efforts?

Confidence in disciple making comes from understanding the Bible, relying on the Holy Spirit, consistent
practice, witnessing the impact of disciple making, and being equipped through training and community

support.

‘What are practical steps to start disciple making with passion and
confidence?

Begin with prayer and study of Scripture, build genuine relationships, share your testimony, teach biblical

truths, encourage accountability, and continually seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance to empower your efforts.



How does disciple making reflect Jesus’ example in the Great
Commission?

Jesus modeled disciple making by investing time in His followers, teaching them, empowering them to
serve, and sending them out to make more disciples, demonstrating passion, intentionality, and confidence

in His mission.

‘What role does community play in disciple making for fulfilling the

Great Commission?

Community provides support, encouragement, accountability, and opportunities for growth, making
disciple making more effective and sustainable as individuals learn and serve together with passion and

confidence.

How can overcoming fear and doubt enhance disciple making?

Overcoming fear and doubt allows believers to step out boldly in faith, share the Gospel without hesitation,

and trust God’s power, which leads to more effective disciple making with greater passion and confidence.

‘What biblical promises support believers in living the Great Commission
through disciple making?

Promises such as Jesus’ presence (Matthew 28:20), the Holy Spirit’s guidance (John 14:26), and God’s power
to work through believers (Philippians 4:13) encourage believers to disciple others with passion and

confidence.

How does disciple making impact personal spiritual growth while
fulfilling the Great Commission?

Disciple making deepens personal faith as believers teach and model Christlike behavior, learn from others,

and rely more on God, resulting in increased passion and confidence in living out the Great Commission.

Additional Resources

1. Discipleship Essentials: A Guide to Building a Life of Faith

This book offers a comprehensive roadmap for new and seasoned believers alike to grow in their faith and
become effective disciple-makers. It emphasizes practical steps for living out the Great Commission with
passion and confidence. Readers will find biblical principles, personal stories, and actionable strategies to

nurture spiritual growth in themselves and others.



2. The Master’s Plan for Making Disciples
Focusing on Jesus’ model for disciple-making, this book unpacks the intentional process of mentorship and
spiritual multiplication. It encourages believers to engage others in relational, life-on-life discipleship. With

clear biblical insights, it empowers readers to fulfill the Great Commission boldly and joyfully.

3. Passionate Discipleship: Living the Great Commission Every Day
This title inspires believers to embrace disciple-making as a lifestyle, not just a task. It explores how passion
for Christ fuels effective evangelism and mentoring. Through practical advice and heartfelt

encouragement, readers learn to confidently share their faith and guide others toward spiritual maturity.

4. Confident in the Call: Embracing Your Role in the Great Commission
Designed to build courage and clarity, this book addresses common fears and doubts about disciple-making.
It provides biblical encouragement and real-world examples to help believers overcome obstacles. Readers

gain tools to step out boldly in obedience and lead others to Christ with assurance.

5. Making Disciples: The Heart of Christian Leadership
This book connects disciple-making with leadership development within the church community. It
highlights the role of spiritual leaders in equipping others to live out the Great Commission. Practical

frameworks and leadership principles guide readers in fostering a multiplying movement of disciples.

6. Life-on-Life Discipleship: Walking with Others in Their Faith Journey

Emphasizing relational ministry, this book teaches how to invest deeply in others’ spiritual growth
through intentional, personal relationships. It shows how to cultivate trust, accountability, and gospel-
centered conversations. Readers are encouraged to live out their faith boldly and confidently as they

disciple others.

7. Equipped to Disciple: Tools for Effective Evangelism and Mentoring

Providing a toolkit for disciple-makers, this book covers essential skills such as prayer, teaching, and
counseling. It blends theological foundations with practical methods to help believers disciple others
confidently. The book is ideal for those seeking to develop a systematic approach to fulfilling the Great

Commission.

8. Multiply: The Power of Reproducing Disciples

This book explores the exponential impact of disciple-making when believers intentionally reproduce their
faith in others. It offers inspiring stories and strategies for creating a movement of multiplying disciples.
Readers are challenged to live with passion and confidence, knowing their efforts can transform

communities.

9. The Great Commission Mindset: Living and Leading with Purpose

Focusing on mindset shifts necessary for effective disciple-making, this book encourages believers to see
their daily lives as mission fields. It integrates biblical teaching with practical advice on leadership,
evangelism, and discipleship. Readers learn to confidently carry out the Great Commission with a

purposeful and passionate heart.
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